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 Palm Sunday is the celebration of the triumphant 
entrance of Christ into the royal city of Jerusalem. He rode 
on a colt for which He Himself had sent, and He permitted 
the people to hail Him publicly as a king. A large crowd 
met Him in a manner befitting royalty, waving palm 
branches and placing their garments in His path. They 
greeted Him with these words: "Hosanna! Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Is-
rael! (John 12:13).  
 This day together with the 
raising of Lazarus are signs 
pointing beyond themselves to 
the mighty !eeds and events 
which consummate Christ's 
earthly ministry. The time of 
fulfillment was at hand. Christ's 
raising of Lazarus points to the 
destruction of death and the joy 
of resurrection which will be 
accessible to all through His 
own death and resurrection. His 
entrance into Jerusalem is a ful-
fillment of the messianic 
prophecies about the king who 
will enter his holy city to estab-
lish a final kingdom. "Behold, 
your king is coming to you, 
humble, and mounted on an ass, 
and on a colt, the foal of an 
ass" (Zech 9:9).  
 Finally, the events of 
these triumphant two days are 
but the passage to Holy Week: 
the "hour" of suffering and death 
for which Christ came. Thus the 
triumph in a earthly sense is ex-
tremely short-lived. Jesus enters 
openly into the midst of His enemies, publicly saying and 
doing those things which most. enrage them. The people 
themselves will soon reject' Him. They misread His brief 
earthly triumph as a sign of something else: His emergence 
as a political. messiah who will lead them to the glories of 
an earthly kingdom.  
 

Our Pledge  
 The liturgy of the Church is more than meditation or 
praise concerning past events. It communicates to us the 
eternal presence and power of the events being celebrated 
and makes us participants in those events. Thus the services 
of Lazarus Saturday and Palm Sunday bring us to our own 

moment of life and death and 
entrance into the Kingdom of 
God: a Kingdom not of this 
world, a Kingdom accessible in 
the Church through repentance 
and baptism.  
 On Palm Sunday palm and 
willow branches are blessed in 
the Church. We take them in or-
der to raise them up and greet the 
King and Ruler of our life: Jesus 
Christ. We take them in order to 
reaffirm our baptismal pledges. 
As the One who raised Lazarus 
and entered Jerusalem to go to 
His voluntary Passion stands in 
our midst, we are faced with the 
same question addressed to us at 
baptism: "Do you accept Christ?" 
We give our answer by daring to 
take the branch and raise it up: "I 
accept Him as King and God!"  
 Thus, on the eve of 
Christ's Passion, in the /
celebration of the joyful cycle of 
the triumphant days of Lazarus 
Saturday and Palm Sunday, we 
reunite ourselves to Christ, af-

firm His Lordship lover the totality of our life and express 
our :readiness to follow Him to His Kingdom:  
 
... that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, 
and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his 
death, that if possible 1 may attain the resurrection from the 
dead (Philippians 3:10-11).  
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7 But Jesus said, "Let her alone; she has 
kept this for the day of My burial. 
8 For the poor you have with you always, 
but Me you do not have always. 
9 Now a great many of the Jews knew that 
He was there; and they came, not for Jesus' 
sake only, but that they might also see Laza-
rus, whom He had raised from the dead. 
10 But the chief priests plotted to put Laza-
rus to death also, 
11 because on account of him many of the 
Jews went away and believed in Jesus. 
12 The next day a great multitude that had 
come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus 
was coming to Jerusalem, 
13 took branches of palm trees and went 
out to meet Him, and cried out: Hosanna! 
'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 
LORD!' The King of Israel!" 
14 Then Jesus, when He had found a young 
donkey, sat on it; as it is written: 
15 Fear not, daughter of Zion; Behold, your 
King is coming, Sitting on a donkey's colt." 
16 His disciples did not understand these 
things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, 
then they remembered that these things were 
written about Him and that they had done 
these things to Him. 
17 Therefore the people, who were with 
Him when He called Lazarus out of his tomb 
and raised him from the dead, bore witness. 
18 For this reason the people also met Him, 
because they heard that He had done this 
sign. 

Philippians 4:4-9  (Epistle)  
 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will 
say, rejoice! 
5 Let your gentleness be known to all men. 
The Lord is at hand. 
6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything 
by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, 
let your requests be made known to God; 
7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus. 
8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are 
true, whatever things are noble, whatever 
things are just, whatever things are pure, what-
ever things are lovely, whatever things are of 
good report, if there is any virtue and if there 
is anything praiseworthy - meditate on these 
things. 
9 The things which you learned and re-
ceived and heard and saw in me, these do, and 
the God of peace will be with you. 
 
John 12:1-18  (Gospel)  
 
1 Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus 
came to Bethany, where Lazarus was who had 
been dead, whom He had raised from the 
dead. 
2 There they made Him a supper; and Mar-
tha served, but Lazarus was one of those who 
sat at the table with Him. 
3 Then Mary took a pound of very costly 
oil of spikenard, anointed the feet of Jesus, 
and wiped His feet with her hair. And the 
house was filled with the fragrance of the oil. 
4 But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, 
Simon's son, who would betray Him, said, 
5 Why was this fragrant oil not sold for 
three hundred denarii and given to the poor? 
6 This he said, not that he cared for the 
poor, but because he was a thief, and had the 
money box; and he used to take what was put 
in it. 



To all parishioners of Holy Assumption: 

  
The refinished pews are almost ready for instal-
lation!  God- willing, we are hoping to have 
them installed before Pascha!   If you would 
like to ‘sponsor’ the refinishing of a pew, 
the cost is $600 per pew.  (We are refinishing 4 
of them)  You may also sponsor a portion of a 
pew, donating any amount.  Please clearly mark 
on your check or on the envelope "PEWS" when turning in your donation.  Thank you for your 
generosity in this matter!  
 

The original memo regarding pews that was put in the bulletin in February is reprinted below. 
 

“The attendance at Holy Assumption within the past six months has been increasing!  This is 
good news – thanks be to our great God and glory to Him!  This has raised a concern regarding 
adequate seating in our church.  This concern came to the attention of our parish council and it 
was determined that before proceeding any further with this question, we would ask 
Archbishop Job concerning this matter.  By the amazing grace of God, I was privileged to meet 
privately with Archbishop Job the day prior to his death.  We discussed many matters of rele-
vance to Holy Assumption including the matter of seating and pews.  The Archbishop ex-
pressed a clear view that we need more pews to accommodate increased attendance and gave 
me and the parish the blessing to look further into this, and for us to handle this on our 
own. The result of this was that the parish council initiated the formation of a Seating Commit-
tee. The Seating Committee has met twice in the past month.  Information from their meetings 
was presented to Parish Council on Monday, Feb. 8. With more visitors and with attendance of 
regular members increasing, it has been determined that more seating within the Nave is neces-
sary.  With the pews we have in storage, it has been decided that it is not necessary to purchase 
any new seating. The pews we have will be refurbished (2 at a time) and we will begin to in-
stall them in the Nave to accommodate seating for those in attendance.  The placement of the 
pews has been debated and will be done in a way that maintains standing room within the Nave 
and will not interfere with the flow of services.  The Parish Council unanimously approved the 
Committee’s recommendations.  Any questions or concerns can be answered by committee 
members: Jeff Fedorko, Jeff Byrnes, Pete Mudrak, Subdeacon Eusebius, and Elena Monahan 
or myself. 
              The issues of seating have not always been handled well here in the past.  It has at 
times been a very thorny issue.  We are hoping to handle it better this time!  I am particularly 
thankful that we are doing this with our late Archbishop’s blessing, knowledge and prayers - 
even more so after his death!” 
 
 

                                                                                    Your unworthy priest, 
                                                                                    fr Stacey 
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please email announcements for bulletin by Friday to  
stevenmathewson@gmail.com  or call Steven at  

330-455-2859 (leave message)   
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March 28 - Youth Choir 
April 4 - No youth events - PASCHA 
April 11 - HAYOUTH 
April 18 - Sunday School 
April 25 - Youth Choir 

Holy Assumption Orthodox Church 
Schedule: 

 
the Inquirer's Class will be moving to Wednesday eve-
nings at 7:30 with the next class being on Wednesday 
April 14.  There will be no Inquirer's Class in Holy 
Week or Bright Week (the week following Pascha) 

  
March 29 Holy Monday  Bridegroom Matins 6:30 pm 
March 30 Holy Tuesday Bridegroom Matins 6:30 pm 
March 31 Holy Wednesday  Bridegroom Matins 6:30 pm 
April 1     Holy Thursday – Vespers and Liturgy of St  
  Basil 9:30 am 
                 Foot-Washing service @ Holy Trinity   
 Greek  2 pm 
              Reading of the 12 Gospels 6:30 pm 
 
April 2     Holy Friday – Royal Hours 9:00 am 
                 Vespers 12:00 noon 
             Lamentations 6:30 pm 
 
April 3  Holy Saturday – Vespers and Liturgy of St Basil 
  11:00 am 

April 4 PASCHA! – Vigil begins at 11:30 
  pm Saturday night! 
 Paschal Vespers 12 noon   
April 7th  Pan-Orthodox Paschal Liturgy at Holy Trinity 
Greek Church at 6:30 followed by a dinner.  All are in-
vited!  See full page flyer attached… 
 

Join Us for Coffee Hour  
after Liturgy 

 

CONFESSIONS 
  

Fr. Stacey can hear Confessions after all Satur-
day Vespers.  He is also available by appoint-
ment, or during his  regular office hours, and in 
Holy Week after Bridegroom Matins, through 
Holy Wednesday.  He will not be hearing confes-
sions after Holy Wednesday. 

 
Mar  28 Frischkorn, Romano, Obeng 
Apr    4   HOLY PASCHA! 
Apr  11   Huba, Wescott, Emmert, Lint 
Apr  18   Fedorko, Mudrak, Hoffman 
Apr  25   Krajci, Kosita, Byrnes 

READERS and Altar Servers Schedule 
 Hours  Epistle  Altar Boys 
March 28 Ann/Alissa Tim Gates  Brendan / Shawn 
April 4    PASHCA 
April 11 Paula / Joan Jeff Fedorko  Jacob / Gregory 

APRIL 2010 
1, April, Thursday, Service of the Nipter (Washing of 
the Feet) @ Holy Trinity Greek, Canton @ 2:00 
PM  All Stark County Orthodox Clergy participating. 
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